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«pace3, we assure him that we greatly regret the tone into 
nrhicn he has allowed bimadf todeKeBd, and that, if in- 
stead of lightly impatiug dishonesty to others, he had been 
more candid and scmpulons inhis own manner of carrying 
on the controversy, we should hare rgoiced in discussing 
with him to the nttermost a matter of such moment to 
the world as whether there is or is not a living judge 
of controversies, to whom, by Divine institntion, it is 
the daty and privilege of aU Christians to submit.] 

ON THE NAME 0* ST. PETER IN THE HOLY 
SCBIPTUEES. 

TO THE KDITOB or THB CATHOIIC LAVXAN. 

Sib, — In Toar last Dumber, under the heading of " Tb^ 
See of St Peter,* in answer to Dr. Geraghty, when 
showing that Matt. x. 2 conferred no supremacy on Peter, 
fiom the fact of his name being mentioned first, you 
mentioned two passages (John i. 44, and Gal. ii. 9) where 
.his name is not mentioned first, but second in one, and 
last in the other. Tour Boman Catholic readers (and I 
am glad to say there are many snch) might possibly think 
there are no other passages in the Word of God, except 
these two, where Peter's name is not mentioned first. 

Father Keenao, in his Controversial Catechism, takes 
the same line of argument in common with Dr. Geraghty. 
At page 105 of his catechism the question is askM, 
♦'Have you any other scriptural proof of Peter's su- 
premacy?" Answer — "Where the Scriptures give the 
names of the Apostles in order, Peter's name is always 
placed first.'' I venture, therefore, to mention a few places 
where Peter's name is actually mentioned last. St. Paul, 
writing to the Corinthian Church, and exhorting them to 
unity, says, " Now, this I say, that every one of you saith 
I am of ApoUo, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ." — 1 
Cor. i. 12, Boman Catholic Bible. Now, here Peter is 
placed after Apollo, and, according to the inference of the 
Church of Rome, because ApoUo a placed before Peter, 
therefore he should hare a primacy over Peter. Again, 
" Pot all things are yours, whether it be Paul, or Apollo, 
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come ; for all are yours." — 1 Cor. iii. 22, 
Boman Catholic Bible. Here, as will be seen, Cephas, or 
Peter, which is the same (see John i. 42), is mentioned 
really last of three. And again, '■' Have we not power to 
carry about a woman, a sister, as well as the rest of the 
Apostles, and the brethren of the Lord and Cephas" 
(i.e., Peter). — 1 Cor. ix. 5, Roman Catholic Bible. So 
that in three different places in one Epistle Peter is named 
last. What becomes now of the boast of " Ais name always 
being placed first." Here we see all the Apostles are 
placed before him, and not only Jhat, but the brethren of 
iJaa Iiiord also. Now, on referring to Matt. xiii. 56, we 
find that the brethren of the Lord are " James, and Joseph, 
and Simon, and Jude." — Roman Catholic Bible. So that 
all the Apostles, and James, and Joseph, and Simon, and 
Jade, are here mentioned before Peter. 

I would also wish to notice that the last time where the 
Virgin Mary is mentioned by name she is placed not first, 
hut last of the Apostles and of the other women. " And 
when they were come in they went up into an upper room, 
where abode Peter and John, James and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James of Al- 
phaes, and Simon Zelotes, and Jude, the brother of James. 
All these were persevering with one mind in prayer, teilh 
the women, and siary the mother, and with the brethren." 
— Acts i. 13, 14, Roman Catholic Bible. 

Now, our Boman Catholic friends will argue that 
because Peter is named tot in one or two places, there- 
fore there is a supremacy conferred on him : here the 
Virgin Mary is mentioned last, and they never infer that 
no peculiar honour is conferred on her therefore. Hoping, 
sir, I have not trespassed too much on your valuable space, 
I remain, sir, yours, &c., T. M. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION IN GWEEDOEE. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOUC LAYMAN. 

ToCR HoNOtm, — There is a deal of talk hereabouts 
in Gweedore and Cloughaneely these times. We knew a 
^ood deal before that was cruel hard on us to know, but 
sure the newspapers does tell us a deal more now than we 
all knew before ; and when half a dozen of us gets over a 
newspaper that tells us all that's saying in Parliament 
about us, and that gets as bits of truth that we didn't 
know before, it sets us talking of a deal of things. 

I spent last night with a boy that got the loan of a 
paper, and the neighbours bad gathered in to hear it, and 
we come on the evidence of Mr. Crnise, the resident ma- 
gistrate. Now, we have all mostly a cot of land, and a 
horse or two, and some cows and sheep, and the sheep 
tax, for all the sheep that has been killed on the mountains 
that the Scotchmen rented, and the polls tax, for the 
polte that was quartered on us, becaose of the sheep 
killing, come cruel hard on us; and we are not in 
the fet of good humour with sheep, and shepherds, 
and polis, and taxes ; but nobody can say bat Mr. Cruise 
is a fair man in the duty he has to do, and a good Catho- 
lic that minds his duty, and that can't be said against, 
and' that wouldn't say anything bad of his clergy. Well, 
when we come on his evidence it gave us a deal of talk 
about the clergy, and whether it wouldn't be best in the 
long run for the people if the clergy would keep to their 
own datiesi I will tell your honour the way we come 
about it. First, Ned M'Ginty (that's the boy that got 



the loan of the newspaper) read out Mr. Cruise's evidenet, 
and then we jast fell to to have some talk about it. 

And says Pat Connell, " What bosiness had a Catholic 
to bespeaking against the priests? Wasn't it clean against 
his religion?" 

And says George Cooney, "How could it be against 
any man's religion to tell the truth ? Sure," says he, " it's 
against religion to tell lies, but how would it be against 
religion to tell the truth?" 

And Pat Connell held out that it was flat against the 
Catholic religion to tefl truth against a priest ; and he 
offered to leave that to the priest himself, and to up and 
ask him in chapel on Sunday next, the minute he had 
done the holy mass. 

Well, none of the boys was for that ; for they allowed 
that maybe the priest might speak too strong for himself, 
and so we woiud just have the talk about that to our- 
selves. 

Then Jemmy M'Bride allowed that it was a sin for a 
Catholic to say what was bad of a priest, even if it was true. 
Then says Ned M'Ginty, '^ That won't come against 
Mr. Cruise anyway ; for see the way be spoke of Rev. 
Mr. Mulrenny when he was asked, and he up and said, 
■Dr. Mulrenny is a most respectable gentleman, and 
worthy of every credit.' " 

" Ah, bother to you,'' says Jem MTadden ; " what else 
dust he say of a priest, let him think what he would." 

And with that all the boys allowed that Mr. Cmise said 
it because he thought it. 

" Signs by, then," says Ned M'Ginty, " Mr. Cruise 
isn't sharp enough yet to know what a respectable 
priest that is worthy of every credit wiU say of him be- 
hind his back." And with that Ned M'Ginty reads out to 
us how Mr. Maguire read in Parliament the Bev. Mr. 
Mulrenny 's letter to the Bev. Mr. M'Boarty, saying that 
Mr. Cruise told him it was the Scotch shepherds them- 
selves that killed the sbeep, and how Mr. Maguire asked 
Mr. Cruise if that statement was true, and how Mr. Cruise 
spoke up and said, " It is false ; I never said that, so help 
me God. My belief was, and is, directly the opposite." 
" And who was the liar then?" says one of the boys. 
" Oh, whisht,'' says I ; " don't let us get into talking 
that way about our clergy." 

" Well," says Ned M'Ginty, "anyway, mayn't I ask 
was Mr. Cruise telling lies or truth then when he said ' so 
help me God,' and him on bis oath?" 

Well, with that all the boys allowed that Mr. Cruise 
was sorely telling truth ; and so we didn't say another 
word, good or bad, about that. But isn't it the poor thing 
for Catholics to have to put things off that way, about { 
whether our priests tells truth. 

"And, then," says Ned M'Ginty, "sore there's ;Mr.i 
Hamilton, the poor law inspector, that said he never asked 
one of us about the destitution, because he knew not one 
of ua would tell, him one word of truth." 

" And (says another boy, whose name I don't like to 
tell, for fear it would hnrt him) Jiow would we tell a word 
of truth with the teaching we get." 

Your honour, that come hard on me, and none of us 
cared to say more about that. But, sure, to tell truth is 
more like the true religion than to IcU lies. 

Only one thing was said more about that; for says 
Pat Connell, " Well, it's little truth the gentlemen got 
anyway that came to see the destitution in Gweedore ; 
such hunting of cattle, and hiding'of praties and bed- 
clothes — it was the biggest take in that ever was." 

And with that all the boys laughed ont, thinking how 
the gentlemen was done. 

" And wasn't the seaweed the best of all," says Ned 
M'Ginty. " Sure, whaHlid any of us eat, only the sloake 
and the dillsk ; and who wouldn't eat that if he could get 
it? What boy or girl would be in a fair and not get a 
ha'porth of dilisk ? And doesn't my old aunt, Kitty 
M'Ginty, get a good living by carrying sloake through the 
county to sell to the quality : and doesn't the Bishop him- 
self always buy it off her m Letterkenny ?" Ana with 
that all the boys laughed again, till their sides were sore. 
And then we come on how Mr. Cruise told how a 
witness swore in his informations "that the Bev. Mr. 
Dogherty had fined parties ten shillings each for sending 
cattle to graze on Mr. Nixon's land, and paying that 
gentleman for grazing," and how one of them said " that 
the Bev. Mr. Dogherty had said that he would not hear 
him his confession if he sent cattle to graze on Mr. 
Nixon's land ;'' and how " they said they would rent the 
land at thirty shillings, the sum which Mr. Nixon was 
willing' to let it for, but that Mr. Dogherty would not 
allow them to do so, as he said it would be contrary to 
the principles of the Tenant League for men to pay more 
than a pound for it." 

Now, your honour, we knew all that ; but we fell to to 
discass whether a priest had a right to stop men making 
their own bargains about grazing. And all the boys 
allowed that every man has a right to make his own 
bargain for grazing. And we allowed it was a good 
bargain for the people at thirty shillings, else why 
would they^ take it 1 And we allowed it was no sin 
to take the grazing ; and we allowed that if the priest 
would not hear our confessions, because we took grazing 
without his leave, it wonld be neither more nor less than 
the priest refusing to let us save our souls according to 
his religion, just that lie might get powet oTsr w that he 
had no right to. 



" Btit, then (aays Pat Connell), sure the bishop set all 
that right when he cama down, and took away Mr. 
Dogherty ; and so our souls is right enough whUe thg 
bishop is over the priest." 

" And would you have got that justice for your soula 
(says Ned M'Ginty) if it vrasn't for the poUce magi»> 
trate, that the government pays, that took it up? Sure 
it's him you are to thank (says he) ; for how would W8 
have got it bat for him ?'' 

So the boys allowed that was true ; and isn't it tha 
hard thing that a priest can stop us of what he says ia 
necessary to the salvation of our soula, until we let him 
settle our grazing for us ? 

And then we come on the fines that the priest took 
off them that took the grazing without his leave. " Anil 
I wonder (says Ned MKJinty) where did them fines 
goto?" 

" Where would they go to (says one of the boys) bufc 
where the priest's dues goes ?''' 

Well, none of us could tell where else; but wo 
allowed it was no part of the Catholic religion that tha 
priest should lift money that he had no right to ; andl 
that we wouldn't stand it. 

"But how will you help it fsays Pat Connell)? 
Sure you can't save your souls without the priest; and 
if the priest won't save your soul till you give up tltei 
grazing and pay the fine, how can yees help it.'' 

» Didn't I tell you before (said Ned M'Ginty) that 
you would never get that justice for your souls only tha 
police magistrate took it up ? And isn't there a deal 
more that isn't took up, and that just makes slaves 
of ua ?'' 

" Well, any way, it was set right when the bishop 
come down and took away Mr. Dogherty (said Pat 
Council). Sure that was a lesson for the priests, any 
way." 

" None of your nonsense, Pat fsaid Ned M'Ginty) ; 
doesn't Mr. Cruise say that the bishop smd he would re- 
move Mr. Dogherty to a better parish ; and isn't that a 
nice lesson to give on a priest that denies us the salva- 
tion of our souls that he may tyrannize over us, and 
levy fines off us ? And will any man think, after that, 
that the bishop thought it very bad, or that othec 
priests will be afraid to do the like, when they get pro- 
motion by it?'' 

Well, no one had anything to say against that. 
So we came to talk of what the bishop said about abso- 
lution for them that destroyed the sheep ; sure he said 
•'that they had destroyed a number of sheep evett 
since he came into the district, and that if any. one had 
told the" ♦>}»]: any priest or bishop could absolve them 
fror,-''"***'7^\,rA 'uch persao stated what was false, 
'xC'' . J0?*4iiKf AlmigWty had never delegated such ES 
power to any one, and they could never receive absolu- 
tion till they had made restitution to the last farthing 
for all the sheep they had destroyed." 

And then we allowed that if all the priests had beea 
preaching this at first, instead of refusing confession to 
them that took grazing, there would have been no 
trouble in Gweedore, and no sheep tax, and no polis tax, 
and no quarrels with landlords that has done us good._ 

But one thing bothered us entirely 'about absolution 
for killing the sheep. "For," says Ned M'Ginty, "I 
wonder will it do for absolution when the sheep is paid 
for by the sheep tax that is levied off all the farmers 
that has land in the barony ? Will the fellows that 
killed the sheep be entitled to absolution because other 
people that didn't kill the sheep had to pay for them 2 
or will the people that killed the sheep hare to pay fc* 
them over again? And wouldn't that be the greaC 
thing for the Scotchmen to get paid for their sheep 
twice over? But how would it be with us at all i£ 
that come about ? Why, there isn't a Scotchman that 
wouldn't be farming in Ireland then, and paying double 
rent for double profit ; and what would the GH'ccdora 
men do then for their cuts of land ? They say them 
Scotch is mighty cute. Well, we were thinking would 
we go to the bishop about that, when Pat ConneH bida 
us be easy, for them that killed the sheep will get their 
absolution easy enough, and no questions asked. It 
won't be like as if they took grazing without the Ecr. 
Mr. Doghcrty's leave. So we quit thiakiDg of that any 
more. 

Now, your honour, what I want to know most ia 
this, would there be any way of securing us from tha 
priests meddling in our farming business by denying ua 
the rights of our Church ? Could it any way be mado 
a law that the priests should give us what we have a 
right to for our souls, without taking off us money and 
grazing that they have no right to. 

I'm afraid of my life to put my name to this, so I am 
at your honour's service, 

A Gweedore Mait. 
l]We must say, in answer to our correspondent, that 
we see no possible means by which those who remaia 
under spiritual despotism can be secured from tem- 
poral despotism. Pat Connell's argument on thia 
subject appears to us conclusive. If i)eople wiB be- 
lieve that the salvation of their soub depends on tha 
caprice of a priest, in Itewuig or not hearing their con- 
fession, no earthly power can secure them from tha 
danger of being tyraniiked over by that priest in th«i5 
domestic affairs and theii irwl^^ iJuineM-J 



